Genetic exchange in African trypanosomes.
African trypanosomes are important pathogens of humans and domestic animals, but little was known, until recently, of the genetic system of these parasites. Recent results demonstrate the existence of nonobligatory genetic exchange between different stocks of T. brucei. A number of models have been put forward for the mechanism of genetic exchange, including a fusion model with subsequent random loss of chromosomes and a more conventional mendelian system.